@Connress of the Uniten States
Washington, AE 20515

March 13,2020

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro The Honorable Tom Cole
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and , Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services and Education Human Services and Education
Rayburn House Office Building Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman DeLauro and Ranking Member Cole:

We are writing to respectfully request robust funding for the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical

Education Act (Perkins) in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Labor, Health and Human Services,and

Education Appropriations bill. We urge you to consider the positive impact that Perkins Act funding

has on millions of career and technical education (CTE) students across the United States, as well as
its value to the business community, which relies on these programs for a skilled workforce.

We are grateful that Perkins state grants were funded at $1.283 billion in FY?20, an increase of $20
million over the FY19 level. However, adjusted for inflation, FY20 levels were still lower than they
were fifteen years ago, despite the fact that more than 12 million CTE students rely on this funding at
the secondary and postsecondary level. As businesses clamor for skilled workers in growing fields
like healthcare and advanced manufacturing, we should not have students placed on waiting lists for
CTE courses.

The House Education and Labor Committee has long recognized the importance of strong
independent Perkins funding. In the 113th Congress, Perkins was intentionally exempted from
efforts to consolidate program funding under the bipartisan Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act. In 2015, CTE programs were explicitly left out of the Every Student Succeeds Act in recognition
of the importance of direct and targeted investment in CTE.

. Furthermore, Congress recently recognized CTE as an effective workforce development strategy
when it passed H.R. 2353, the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21% Century
Act, reauthorizing the Perkins Act in July 2018. The President subsequently signed the bill into law
(Public Law No. 115-224), and states are now transitioning to meet the new federal requirements. As
states develop their education plans in accordance with the new law, they will undoubtedly benefit

from federal technical assistance, making it even more important that Perkins receives strong funding
in FY21. '

We are hopeful your Subcommittee will continue this bipartisan commitment to Perkins in FY21. As
CTE programs evolve to meet the needs of employers in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand career
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fields, such as skilled trades and information technology, which have hundreds of thousands of open
positions across the country, we must provide strong federal support for these programs.

CTE ensures that students have the academic, technical, and employability skills necessary for true
college and career readiness, and Perkins funding is key to their continued success. Therefore, we
respectfully urge your strong support for the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act in
FY21. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress

Ted Lo,

Fred Keller
Member of Congress

AmPBera, M.D.
Member of Congress



Member of Congress
eve Cohen

ember of Congress

é 4 é z .
Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

&LM

g Carson -
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingr
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

K AT —
Kathy Casf&e!r
ber of Congress

Steplen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Collin C. Peterson
Member of Congress

%Q:Qﬁcm
S¢ZanneBonamici. .

Member of Congress




il

id N. Cicilline”
Member of Congress

oaquin Castro

Member of Congress
Gwen Moore T

Member of Congress

e
WcNemey
Member of Congress

am B.*Schif]
Member of Congress

/(9(9"\ Viiuy

Don Yo /
Member 6f Congress

7 §é K. DelB‘ene

Member of Congress

bio Sires v
Member of Congress

Alihey

Vicky Hartzlef
Member of Congress

e VW
Ju argas

Member of Congress

(.S

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Harley Rouda
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sanchez
Member of Congress

Sc I—I. Peters
Member of Congress



Daniel W. Lipin Alcee L. Hastings

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Bill Foster "Paul D. Tonko |
Member of Congress Member of, Congress
gl v M
ick W. Allen
Member of Congress Member of Longress

7950, i Lo
Sanford Ib. Bishop, Jr. Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan
- Member ¢f Congress . Member of Congress

Rick Crawford Jidy Chu
Member of Congress o Member of Congress

chrader |  Earl L. Buddy' Carter

Member of Congress Member of Congress
John Katko . Brian Higgins
Member of Congress Member of Congress



e KR Jae

Dav1d P. Roe, M.D.

Bradl&y Byrne |
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber :
Member of Congress

Thmas R Gorgy

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Lol

ilemon Vela
Member of Congress

Clia fppen

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

e
J ody ice

Member of Congress

Rl

Randy K. W ber
Member of Congress

Abby Finkgnaue
" Member of Congress

osh G ttﬁeimer
embgr of Congress

D aV1d Scott
Member of Congress

M2

arshall, M.D

- Member of Congress

“Tefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Lowho 2 Moy

Kendra S. Horn
Member of Congress

10



Ralph Abraham, M.D.
Member of Congress

W
on Wright
Member of Congress

Safous
us G. “Chuy” Garcia
ember of Congress

Debbie Lesko
Member of Congress

a#h Graves

Klember of Congress

Ed Perlmuttes
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Cgfigress

oA W‘

- Tom Malinowski
Member of Congress

Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Elaine G. Luria
Member of Congress

D 47 d
sy G
4 2 S S

&
= &

Brendan F. Boyle
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Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

11



gN eguse
Member of Congress

Jo,

R
Member of Congress

<; Lori Trahan

Member of Congress

b Wobdall
ember of Congress

W A/

) )7l
r¥an Steil

Member of Congress’

- Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress -

Member of Congress

Elissa Slotkin
Member of Congress

race F. Napolitano
ember of Congress

Fred Keller
Member of Congress

TJ Cox [ '
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Al Green
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Andy Barr
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Denny Heck
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Frank D. Lucas
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Wm. Lacy Clay
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Jackie Speier
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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